
Forming a Thesis Statement

Goal: Students will perfect their ability to create 
a thesis statement for their research paper.



A thesis Statement is...

➔ a sentence that tells readers the main points your paper 

covers and in what order they appear.

➔ It is your entire paper squeezed in 1 sentence at the end of 

the introduction.



A thesis statement includes...

➔ your distinct standpoint on the subject

➔ a brief summary of the main arguments

➔ a roadmap for the paper.



What makes a Strong thesis statement?

Disputable

Focused

Relevant

Not obvious, and some 
audience could disagree

Not too broad; your 
position is clear

Not boring; readers won’t 
say “so what?”



How a thesis relates to the rest of the paper 
A thesis statement should:
● answer the questions ‘how’ 

and/or ‘why’;
● provide the logic of the paper;
● cover the entire paper.

The rest of the paper should:
● echo a thesis statement in 

every sentence;
● prove that the thesis statement 

is correct;
● repeat a rephrased thesis 

statement in the conclusion.



5 Groups of Never-used Words
1. Personal pronouns – I, you, we
2. Uncertainty qualifiers – might, maybe, perhaps
3. Extremism symptoms – everything, all, none, always, never
4. Vague formulations – some, kind of, somewhat
5. Obvious exaggerations – life-saving, best of the best      



6 Groups of Must-Use Words
1. Sources of information: studies reveal, research shows

2. Realistic views: many, significant, most

3. Characteristics: primarily, frequently, often

4. Clear explanations: because, thus, for, due to, since

5. relationships: impact, influence, tendency, contribute to

6. Active verbs:  demonstrate, illustrate, identify, elucidate, present, inform, reveal, show, 

express, justify, convey 



Examples of Weak Thesis Statements
Declaration of topic:

Weak: Nursing as a demanding profession.

Strong: Nursing requires not only substantial education,   but also perfect self-discipline and 
enhanced   professional ethics.

Questions:
Weak: Is study during sleep possible?

Strong: The recent studies have revealed that people can   learn during sleep and subconsciously 
modify their   behavior after they wake up.



Let’s Practice 

At your table, create a thesis statement for 

our class service project topic. 

Write the thesis statement on the whiteboard. 



Create your thesis for your research paper
Log into Google Classroom on your cell phone. 

Click on the “Quarter 1 Research Paper Thesis Statement” Assignment. 

Open up a new Google Doc. 

Create an MLA format header, with a title of “Thesis Statement: The person you are 
researching

Write your thesis statement. Turn in assignment before end of class. 


